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Why Taiwanese students do poorly on the GSAT

Taiwanese students have it especially hard because of academic culture in Taiwan. Our
students are hardworking, self-motivated, and engaged, but they have never learned how
to form an opinion, much less analyze why their opinions are what they are.

While this is changing, Taiwanese students are mostly tasked with absorbing information
and then being able to restate this information when asked to. Rarely are Taiwanese
students required to offer their own opinions or give value judgements on topics presented
in class.

However, this is exactly what academic writing trains students to do. Sure, learning
academic writing also means learning grammar and formatting and vocabulary. But those
things are just the tip of the iceberg. The most capable writers are the ones who can look
at a topic and make a judgement about it, and then explain why that judgement is correct
and why you should agree with them.

This is the critical thinking that Taiwanese students lack training in.



